Field sheet for the Rapid Appraisal of Riparian Condition

Site: __________________________________ Transect Number: ______ Location of transect: ______________________ 
Date: _______________________ Time:  ____________  Observers: _______________________________
GPS Datum: AGD84 / GDA94 (WGS84)
GPS start (decimal degrees) : _______________________     ________________________    Start photo taken? Y/N by ________
GPS end:  _______________________     ________________________    

  End photo taken? Y/N by ________
Regional Ecosystem Framework Number: ________________
	Vegetation layer diagram 
(Record height ranges of each layer in diagram)
	General site layout diagram 
(Aerial view)

	
	


Longitudinal continuity of riparian canopy vegetation 
Along 150m (50m transect + 50m either side) 
	Length of each canopy gap along 150m length (3x50m)
	Total length of canopy gaps 
	Total vegetated length 
(150m – total canopy gaps)
	No. of canopy gaps 
≥25m long
	Score

	0-50 ___________________
50-100 _________________
100-150 ________________
	_____ m / 150m
	150 – ________ m  =  _______ m vegetated
________m vegetated x 100= ________% vegetated
               150 

	
	


< 50% vegetated length = score of 0, 
50–64% vegetated length = 1, 
65–79% vegetated length= 2, 
80–94% vegetated length = 3, 
≥ 95% vegetated length = 4, 
with 1/2 point taken off for each significant discontinuity (≥ 25 m long)
Channel and riparian vegetation width 
	Channel Width (CW) (top of bank to top of bank)
	Average CW
	In/
Out of channel
	Riparian Vegetation Width (RVW)
	Average out-of- channel RVW
	RVW/CW for CW≥
10m
	Score

	0m
	25m
	50m
	
	IN
	0m
	25m
	50m
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	OUT
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Scoring vegetation width if channel < 10 m wide: 
<5m vegetated = 0
5–9m vegetated = 1
10–29m vegetated = 2
30–39m vegetated = 3
≥40m vegetated = 4 (ie 40 m or more wide strip of vegetation on bank

	Scoring vegetation width if channel ≥10 m wide or more: 
If vegetation is less than 50% the width of the channel, then score is 0
0.5–0.9 CW = 1
>0.9–2.9 CW = 2 
>2.9–3.9 CW = 3 
≥ 4 CW= 4 (if vegetation is four times the width of the channel or more, score is 4


Contiguous and adjacent terrestrial vegetation
	Contiguous Terrestrial Vegetation Width (CTVW)
	Average CW
	Score
	Adjacent Terrestrial Vegetation 
	Score

	0m
	25m
	50m
	
	
	Is there vegetation that is not contiguous with the riparian vegetation, which is less than 20m away from the outer edge of the riparian vegetation and is likely to provide habitat values for native fauna? 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Scoring for Contiguous Terrestrial Vegetation Width
0m = 0
10-25m = 1
26-50m = 2
>50 = 3
	Scoring for Adjacent Terrestrial Vegetation
Yes = 1
No = 0 


Canopy cover



          Shrub cover
	  
	0m
	25m
	50m
	Average
	Score
	
	  
	0m
	25m
	50m
	Average
	Score

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	
	
	
	

	Native %
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Native %
	
	
	
	
	

	Exotic%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Exotic %
	
	
	
	
	


	Scoring of canopy cover
None = 0
1-10% = 2
11-49% = 4
≥50% = 5

	Scoring of shrub cover
None = 0
1-10% = 2
11-29% = 4
≥30 = 5



Ground cover
(Five 1 x 1m quadrats, randomly placed on alternate sides of transect at 10m intervals, located at least 1m from transect line)
	Ground cover type (GC)
	Quadrat 1
(0-10m)
	Quadrat 2
(10-20m)
	Quadrat 3
(20-30m)
	Quadrat 4
(30-40m)
	Quadrat 5
(40-50m)
	Average
	Score

	Native GC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total GC = 
	

	Exotic GC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leaf litter & woody debris
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rock
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bare ground
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total 
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	100%
	
	


	Scoring of ground cover
None = 0
1-14% = 2
15-49% = 4
≥50% = 5
	Scoring of leaf litter
None = 2
1-10% = 2
11-29% = 4
≥30% = 5



Fallen logs & dead standing trees
(counted along 50m transect from top of bank to outer extent of riparian vegetation)
	No. of fallen logs (>10cm diam. and >0.5 m in length)
	Score
	No. of standing dead trees (>20 cm dbh)
	Score 

	
	
	
	


Fallen logs score


Dead standing trees score
None = 0 



None = 0
1-4 logs = 4 


1-4 trees = 2
≥5 logs = 5



5-9 trees = 4




≥10 trees = 5
Recruitment of native canopy species
	Total no. of recruits (ie for all species)
	Score
	List species recorded if known

	
	
	


Recruitment: 
None = 0
1-5 individuals = 2
6-10 individuals = 3
11-19 individuals = 4
≥20 individuals = 5
Vegetation/foliage Cover over waterway
	Percentage of cover over waterway 
	Score

	
	



Cover score: 
0-5% = 0
6-30% = 2
31-60% = 4
≥61% = 5
Disturbance 

	Disturbance
	Comments
	Score

	Storm Damage
	
	

	Tree clearing
	
	

	Grazing
	
	

	Extensive recent clearing
	
	

	Human access
	
	

	Rubbish/litter
	
	

	Infrastructure
	
	

	Fire
	
	

	Weeds
	
	

	Flow impacts 
(e.g. flood debris)
	
	

	Erosion
	
	

	Vines
	 
	


Disturbance rating: 
No evidence of impacts. = Score of 0
Minor impacts, little disturbance, small areas affected or large areas affected slightly. = Score of 1
Moderate impacts, some disturbance, small areas affected badly or large areas affected moderately = Score of 2
Severe impacts, major disturbance, large area affected or severe spot impacts affecting a greater area. = Score of 3

Fauna/Habitat Values (not scored)
	Y/N
	
	Y/N
	
	Incidental fauna species recorded

	
	Tree hollows
	
	Flaking bark
	

	
	Burrows
	
	Rocky outcroppings
	

	
	Nests
	
	Woody debris
	

	
	Canopy cover suitable for shelter, perching and foraging
	
	Crevices/caves
	

	
	Dense ground cover (eg grassy tussocks)
	
	Sedges, reeds and other vegetation around the watercourse
	


Other biodiversity values (i.e. site observations that provide insight into the site’s value for the city, existing tree planting site, evidece of previous rehabilitation works at the site)
Site Connectivity (i.e. observations on how the site connects with surrounding bushland, overland flow paths, fish passage etc)
Rehabilitation Required? (e.g. weed outbreaks, bank erosion, concrete channels, pipes, poor water quality, fish barriers etc)
Species Description 
If sufficient botanical expertise is available, complete a vegetation survey to record the native and exotic species present (see Appendix to Methodology for an example). 
Sum of Ecological Values Scores�
�






________________/52�
�
 





Sum of Disturbance Scores�
�






________________/36�
�
 










