
NORMAN CREEK CATCHMENT GROUPMOTT CREEK • CB MOTT PARK
DRAFT STRATEGIC LANDSCAPE CONCEPT PLAN

A COMMUNITY’S STRATEGIC VISION FOR ITS FUTURE

■ PROJECT

Mott Creek and Park is named in honour 
of CB Mott, a former Chief Engineer 
and former Manager of Brisbane City 
Council’s Department of Works. The 
park is loved and used by many local 
residents and community members and 
groups, including local kindergartens, 
schools, Scouts and Lions groups. The 
park contains significant vegetation and 
is a stepping stone for local residents.

Unknown to a lot of people is the fact 
that hidden beneath the grass 
depression in the middle of the park 
is Mott Creek, a tributory of Norman 
Creek, now buried and piped, hidden 
away from our view, yet still flowing.

Mott Creek was once an important 
ecological system, providing fresh water 
for local aboriginals and habitat for 
native animals. Mott Creek was part of a 
healthy network of local creeks that fed 
into the Brisbane River on their way to 
the bay.
 

Daylighting involves a process of revealing buried waterways and restoring them to 
a more natural state. Today, we have a greater understanding of the importance and 
value of these natural systems and we now can use methods like water sensitive urban 
design to ensure they continue to improve.

So what can we do here for Mott Creek? How do we reveal this hidden gem?

■ LET’S ‘DAYLIGHT’ MOTT CREEK TOGETHER ...
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This Draft Strategic Landscape Concept Plan has been 
developedby the Norman Creek Catchment Group, a 
not-for-profit community organisation. The concept 
design requires hydraulic study and underground 
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Daylighting 
Mott Creek,
restoring the 
ecosystem and
developing new 
relationships 
with water ...

1. Reveal Mott Creek by removing the underground pipe and daylighting the creek, 
cleaning the water through reed beds and harvesting water to irrigate the park.

2. Reinstate the creek riparian plantings to provide habitat for native animals whilst 
allowing for flood events.

3. Install new creek crossings with signage that reveals the story of the creek and 
the water treatment processes. 

4. Install “nature play” elements that encourage engagement with water.
5. Complete planting in the medium-wooded forest to support more varied wildlife.
6. Collaborate with surrounding community groups, including the school, and 

develop a demonstration project to create a grass drainage swale to reduce 
erosion and improve water quality.                      

■ KEY SITE WORKS PROPOSALS
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