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MOORHEN FLATS

© Ashley Nicholson Landscape Architect  |  www.ashleynicholson.com.au

NORMAN CREEK PROJECT
A COMMUNITY’S STRATEGIC VISION FOR ITS FUTURE

■ PROJECT INTRODUCTION ■ MOORHEN FLATS SITE HISTORY
Moorhen Flats area was originally linked upstream to the famous swirling waterholes at 
Woolloongabba. The waterholes once provided sustenance for the local indigenous 
community and was a place to celebrate culture and practice rituals. Today the waterholes 
are covered by buildings including the Gabba cricket ground, however, Kingfisher Creek still 
flows from this area into Moorhen Flats and connects with Norman Creek through the site.

This is a strategic planning document developed by the Norman 
Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee (N4C). N4C is a 
not-for-profit community group working in Brisbane with a vision:
 

 “To improve and maintain local waterways by protecting 
 and rejuvenating the local ecosystem”.

N4C aims to:
• coordinate the activities and involvement of governments,    
 residents and groups in our catchment;
• involve, educate and empower the local community in 
 our catchment; and
• protect and enhance the ecological values in our catchment.

The vision is delivered by various local site strategies for project 
areas such as Moorhen Flats in Woolloongabba. In particular, each 
site strategy will consider and, where possible, support the following 
Brisbane City Council Norman Creek 2031 values:
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Each of these strategies includes a number of future site works 
proposals that will deliver the group’s key vision with a focus on 
future ground actions.
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Green Links concept represents opportunities for upstream and downstream landscape 
interventions that are outside of the immediate site and impact on project objectives.
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■ CURRENT STATUS

1988 creek realigned and site bare 2012 restored 

Mixed grass habitat Eucalyptus and rainforest habitat

■ THE CATCHMENT

Waterholes

■ GREEN LINKS CONCEPT

■ SITE OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

Opportunity            
Create bird, amphibian, reptile and insect habitat

Native flora preservation for future seed bank
Size of area as a reserve unique to urban setting
Improve visual and physical access into and 
through site
Improve orientation
Create dynamic mix use business precinct
Harvest and treat water 

Constraint            
Limited connectivity for endemic mammals
except common arboreal; lack of fresh water
Bounded by flood plains
Surrounding land use: Light Industry
Barriers: Boarded fences and creeks, properties

Limited existing signage
Existing zoning
Topography and water availability

Healthy
ecosystem:
Connect catchment
ecosystems and ensure
water remains healthy
as it enters and moves
through the catchment.

Living with
Brisbane’s climate:
Design homes, buildings,
streets and neighbourhoods
with water in mind so they
are resilient, even during
times of drought and flood.

Recreation
& activity:
Improve the accessibility
and diversity of open space
areas and create sport and
recreation activities to meet
the needs of a growing
community.

Connected
communities:
Strengthen community
connections to history, place,
activities and services within
the catchment.

■ SITE HABITATS

■ SITE ATTRIBUTES
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 Some common plant/animal species of the area:

 ● Lomandra
 ● Phragmites reed
 ● Wombat berry
 ● Hovea
 ● Cottonwood
 ● Casuarina
 ● Mangrove
 ● Eucalyptus
 ● Palm

 

 ● Dusky Moorhen
 ● Kingfisher(Not common)
 ● Butterflies(Insect)
 ● Bream(Fish)
 ● Butcher Bird
 ● Skinks
 ● Eastern Water Dragon
 ● Brown Snakes
 ● Micro Bats

500 m

1973 before creek re-alignment

Norman Creek

1839 survey map by surveyor James Warner
Reference:Know Your Creek Publication( Pg 8,2008)Brisbane City Council 

 Kingfisher Creek
Habitats mapping project by
N4C in partnership with the 
community 
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“Here and  there in the 
pockets of the creek the 
wild convolvulus hung in 
the gay  festoons from the 
overhanging branches of 
the trees ”(Historical  Society of Queensland 

1918)

 
Aerial images on planse provided by Brisbane City Council.

This Draft Strategic Landscape Concept Plan has been 
developed by the Norman Creek Catchment Group, a 
not-for-profit community organisation. The concept 
design requires hydraulic study and underground 
services located.


